
Hi, I'm Alison Stone, professor of philosophy at Lancaster University. My element is on the 19th century Anglo-Irish philosopher Frances Power Cobbe.
Here she is. This is Cobbe. My Element is in the series on women in the history of philosophy. Cobbe, like many historical women philosophers, has been unjustly neglected and left out of the canon.
In Victorian Britain, however, she was extremely well known for her writing on ethics, religion, animal welfare, women's rights, Darwinism and a host of other topics.
In my element, I start off with a brief sketch of Cobbe’s life and her very successful publishing career in the context of Victorian print culture.
Then I look at the duty based moral theory that she developed in the 1850s. And then I look at her writings in the 1860s on duties to animals, on women's rights and on the mind and unconscious thought.
From the 1870s onwards, her views changed somewhat in response partly to Darwin's evolutionary ethics, of which she wrote an important critique.
Cobbe now put more moral weight on the emotions, especially sympathy. In the 1870s and 1880s she gave an account of the historical development of sympathy. She wrote several critiques of secularism and atheism, and she emphasized women's duties to develop virtues of character. She also now argued that we must, above all, treat animals with sympathy and compassion, and that for this reason, vivisection must be prohibited absolutely. 
So in my element, I explore how Cobbe’s philosophical views were connected with her practical campaigning, both for women's rights and for first the regulation and later the abolition of vivisection.
I also relate her to some of her many interlocutors at the time, including Annie Besant, Charles Darwin, Harriet Martineau and Vernon Lee.
And finally, I put forward an explanation for why, despite her standing in her own time, Cobbe became left out of the history of philosophy. And I argue that it is time for us to rediscover her, because she had many important things to say.

