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Appendix 1: Extracts from Ben Jonson, Masque of Queens (London, 1609)

Extract 1 (sig.A2v-A3r)

DAME:
Well done, my Hags. And, come we fraught with spite,
To overthrow the glory of this night?
Holds our great purpose?  

HAG 1:
Yes.  

DAME: 
But wants there none
Of our just number?

HAG 1: 
Call us one, by one,
And then our Dame shall see.  

DAME: 
First, then, advance
My drowsy servant, stupid Ignorance,
Known by thy scaly vesture; and bring on
Thy fearful Sister, wild Suspicion,
Whose eyes do never sleep; Let her knit hands
With quick Credulity, that next her stands,
Who hath but one ear, and that always ope[n],
Two-faced Falsehood, follow, in the rope;
And lead on Murmur, with the cheeks deep hung;
She Malice, whetting of her forked tongue;
And Malice Impudence, whose forehead’s lost;
Let Impudence lead Slander on, to boast
Her oblique look; and to her subtle Side,
Thou, black-mouth’d Execration, stand apply’d;
Draw to thee Bitterness, whose pores sweat gall;
She flame-ey’d Rage, Rage Mischief.  

HAG: 
Here we, are all.

Extract 2 (sig.D2v-D3v)

HEROIC VIRTUE:
	In yond’ bright Bevy, each of them a Queen.
Eleven of them are of times, long gone.
Penthesilea, the brave Amazon,
Swift-foot Camilla, Queen of Volscia,
Victorious Thomyris of Scythia,
Chaste Artemisia the Carian Dame,
And fair-hair'd Beronice, Egypt's fame,
Hypsicratea, glory of Asia,
Candace, pride of Ethiopia,
The Britain honour, Voadicea,
The virtuous Palmyrene, Zenobia,
The wise, and warlike Goth, Amalasunta,
And bold Valasca, of Bohemia.
These, in their lives, as fortunes, crown’d the Choice
Of Woman-kind, and ’gainst all opposite voice
Made good to Time, had after death, the claim
To live eternis'd in the house of Fame.
Where hourly hearing (as, what there is old?)
The glories of BEL-ANNA so well told,
Queen of the Ocean; How, that she alone
Possesd all virtues, for which One by One
They were so fam’d; And, wanting then a head
To form that sweet, and gracious Pyramid


Wherein they sit, it being the sovereign place
Of all that Palace, and reserv’d to grace
The worthiest Queen: These, without envy, on her,
In life, desir’d that honour to confer,
Which, with their death, no other should enjoy.
She this embracing with a virtuous joy,
Far from self-love, as humbling all her worth,
To him that gave it, hath again brought forth
Their Names to memory; and means, this night,
To make them once more visible to light:
And to that light, from whence her truth of Spirit
Confesseth all the lustre of her merit.
To you, most Royal, and most Happy King,
Of whom, Fame's house, in every part, doth ring…
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Appendix 2: Extract from Samuel Daniel, The Tragedie of Cleopatra (London, 1611), Act III Scene II, pp.21-23; excerpted from Certaine Small Workes Hertofore Divulged by Samuel Daniell (London, 1611).

[Enter] Caesar, Cleopatra, Selecus,[and] Dolabella.

CAESAR:
What Cleopatra, dost thou doubt so much
Of Caesar’s mercy, that thou hid’st thy face?
Or think you, your offences can be such,
As they surmount the measure of our grace?

CLEOPATRA:
O Caesar, not for that I fly thy sight 
My soul this sad retire of sorrow chose: 
But that my grieved soul abhorring light
Likes best in darkness my disgrace t’[o] enclose:
And here in those close limits of despair, 
This solitary horror where I bide:
I thought not ever Roman should repair
More, after him, who here distressed died. 
Yet now here at thy conquering feet I lie, 
A captive soul that never thought to bow,
Whose happy foot of rule and majesty,
Stood late on that same ground thou standest now.

CAESAR:
Rise madame, rise, your self was cause of all,
And yet would all were but your own alone, 
That others’ ruin, had not with your fall,
Brought Rome her sorrows, to my triumph’s moan, 
For you dissolv’d that league and love of blood, 
Which makes my winning joy, a gain unpleasing,
Who cannot now look out into our good,
But through the horror of our own blood shedding. 
And all we must attribute unto you.

CLEOPATRA:
To me? what, Caesar, should a Woman do, 
Oppressed with greatness what was it for me
T’[o] contradict my Lord, being bent thereto?
I was by love, by fear, by weakness, made
An instrument to every enterprise.
For when the Lord of all the orient bade, 
Who but obeyed, who then his help denies?
And how could I withdraw my succouring hand,
From him that had my heart, and what was mine?
The interest of my faith in straightest band
My love to his, most firmly did combine.

CAESAR:
Love? no, alas, it was th’innated hatred,
That you and yours have ever borne our people, 
That made you seek all means to have us scattered,
To disunite our strength and make us feeble.
And therefore did that breast nurse our dissention.
With hope t’[o] exalt your self, t’[o] augment your state,
To prey upon the wrack of our contention, 
And with the rest our foes to joy thereat.

CLEOPATRA:
How easy Caesar is it to accuse,
Whom fortune hath made faulty by their fall, 
They who are vanquished may not refuse
The titles of reproach th’[ey] are charg’d withall.
The conquering cause hath right, wherein thou art, 
The overthrown must be the worser part.
Which part is mine, because I lost my part,
No lesser than the portion of a crown,
Enough for me. Ah what need I use art
To gain by others but to keep mine own? 
But weaker powers may here see what it is,
To neighbour great competitors so near,
If we take either part we perish thus.
If neutral stand, both parties we must fear, 
Alas what shall the forc’d partakers doe,
When they must aid, and yet must perish too? 
But Caesar since thy right, or cause is such,
Weigh not so heavy on calamity,
Depress not the afflicted overmuch; 
Thy chiefest glory is thy lenity.
Th’[e] inheritance of mercy from him take,
Of whom thou hast thy fortune, and thy name. 
Great Caesar me a queen at first did make,
And let not Caesar now confound the same.
Read here these lines which still I keep with me,
The witness of his love and favours ever,
And God forbid it should be said of thee,
That Caesar wrong’d the favoured of Caesar:
For look what I have been to Antony,
Think thou the same I might have been to thee.
And here I do present you with the note
Of all my treasure, all the jewels rare, 
Which Egypt hath in many ages got
And look what Cleopatra hath is there.

SELECUS:
Nay there's not all set down within that roll,
I know some thing, she hath reserv’d apart.

CLEOPATRA:
What? vile and [un]grateful wretch durst thou control
Thy queen, and sovereign, caitiff as thou art? 	

CAESAR:
Hold, hold, a poor revenge, can work so feeble hands

CLEOPATRA
Ah Caesar what a great indignity, 	
Is this, that here my vass[al] subject stands, 
T’[o] accuse me to my Lord of treachery?
If I reserv’d  some certain women’s toys
Alas, it was not for my self, God knows, 
Poor miserable soul that little joys
In trifling ornaments, in outward shows.
But what I kept I kept to make my way. 
Unto thy Livia and Octavia’s grace,
That thereby in compassion moved, they
Might mediate thy favour in my case.

CAESAR:
Well Cleopatra; fear not, you shall find
What favour you desire or can expect, 
For Caesar never yet was found but kind,
To such as yield  and can themselves subject.
And therefore comfort now your drooping mind
Relieve your heart thus overcharg’d with care, 
How well I will intreat ye you shall find,
So soon as some affaires dispatched are.
’Til when farewell.  

CLEOPATRA:
Thanks thrice renowned Caesar,
Poore Cleopatra rests thine own for ever…

[Exit CLEOPATRA]

DOLABELLA:
Daughter of marvel, Beauty, how dost thou
Unto disgracing sorrows giveth grace?
What power thou show’st thou in a distressed brow, 
To make affliction fair, and tears to grace? 
What can undressed locks, despoiled hair,
A weeping eye, a wailing face be fair? 
I see then artless feature may content, 
And that true beauty needs no ornament. 

CAESAR:
What in a passion Dolabella. What? Take heed.
Let others’ fresh examples charm this heat. 
You see what mischiefs these vain humours breed,
When once they come our judgements to defeat.
Indeed I saw she labour’d to impart,
Her sweetest graces in her saddest cheer, 
Presuming on the face that knew the art
To move, with what respect so [ev]er [i]’t were.
But all in vain, she takes her aim amiss, 
The ground and mark her level much deceives,
Time now hath altered all, for neither is 
She as she was, nor we as she conceives,
And therefore now ’tis fit she were more sage 
Folly in youth is sin, madness in age. 
And for my part, I seek but t’entertain
In her, some feeding hope to draw her forth,
The greatest trophy that my toil shall gain,
Is to bring home a prize all of such worth. 
And now since she doth seem so well content,
To be dispos’d by us: without more stay,
She with her children shall to Rome be sent, 
Whilst I by Syria, after take my way.

Appendix 3: Extracts from Witchcraft Accounts 

Extract 3 is co-edited with Ruth Connolly.

Extract 1: Henry Goodcole, The Wonderful Discovery of Elizabeth Sawyer a witch late of Edmonton (London, 1621), sig.C1r–C3v

A true Relation of the confession of Elizabeth Sawyer spinster, after her conviction of Witchery, taken on Tuesday the 17. day of April, Anno 1621. in the Gaol of Newgate, where she was prisoner, then in the presence and hearing of diverse persons, whose names to verify the same are here subscribed to this ensuing confession, made unto me Henry Goodcole Minister of the word of God, Ordinary and Visitor for the Gaol of Newgate. In Dialogue manner are here expressed the persons that she murdered, and the cattle that she destroyed by the help of the Devil. 

In this manner was I enforced to speak unto her, because she might understand me, and give unto me answer, according to my demands, for she was a very ignorant woman. 

Question.
By what means came you to have acquaintance with the Devil, and when was the first time that you saw him, and how did you know that it was the Devil? 

Answer.
The first time that the Devil came unto me was, when I was cursing, swearing and blaspheming; he then rushed in upon me, and never before that time did I see him, or he me: and when he, namely the Devil, came to me, the first words that he spake unto me were these: Oh! have I now found you cursing, swearing, and blaspheming? now you are mine.

[Marginal note: A Gentleman by name Mr. Maddox standing by, and hearing of her say the word blaspheming, did ask of her, three or four times, whether the Devil said have I found you blaspheming, and she confidently said, aye.]

A wonderful warning to many whose tongues are too frequent in these abominable sins; I pray God, that this her terrible example may deter them, to leave and distaste them, to put their tongues to a more holy language, then the accursed language of hell. The tongue of man is the glory of man, and it was ordained to glorify God: but worse then brute beasts they are, who have a tongue, as well as men, that therewith they at once both blesse and curse.

Question. 
What said you to the Devil, when he came unto you and spake unto you, were you not afraid of him? if you did fear him, what said the Devil then unto you? 

Answer.
I was in a very great fear, when I saw the Devil, but he did bid me not to fear him at all, for he would do me no hurt at all, but would do for me whatsoever I should require of him; and as he promised unto me, he always did such mischiefs as I did bid him to do, both on the bodies of Christians and beasts: if I did bid him vex them to death, as oftentimes I did so bid him, it was then presently by him so done. 

Question.
Whether would the Devil bring unto you word or no, what he had done for you, at your command; and if he did bring you word, how long would it be, before he would come unto you again, to tell you? 

Answer.
He would always bring unto me word what he had done for me, within the space of a week, he never failed me at that time; and would likewise do it to Creatures and beasts two manner of ways, which was by scratching or pinching of them. 

Question.
Of what Christians and Beasts, and how many were the number that you were the cause of their death, and what moved you to prosecute them to the death? 

Answer.
I have been by the help of the Devil, the means of many Christians and beasts death; the cause that moved me to do it, was malice and envy, for if anybody had angered me in any manner, I would be so revenged of them, and of their cattel. And do now further confess, that I was the cause of those two nurse-childrens’ death, for the which I was now indited and acquitted, by the Jury.

Question.
Whether did you procure the death of Agnes Ratcliffe, for which you were found guilty by the Jury? 

Answer.
No, I did not by my meanes procure against her the least hurt.

Question.
How long is it since the Devil and you had acquaintance together, & how oftentimes in the week would he come and see you, and you company with him? 

Answer.
It is eight years since our first acquaintance; and three times in the week, the Devil would come and see me, after such his acquaintance gotten of me; he would come sometimes in the morning, and sometimes in the evening. 

Question.
In what shape would the Devil come unto you? 

Answer.
Always in the shape of a dog and of two colours, sometimes of black and sometimes of white. 

Question.
What talk had the Devil and you together, when that he appeared to you, and what did he ask of you, and what did you desire of him? 

Answer.
He asked of me, when he came unto me, how I did, and what he should do for me, and demanded of me my soul and body; threatening then to tear me in pieces, if that I did not grant unto him my soul and my body which he asked of me. 

Question.
What did you after such the Devil’s asking of you, to have your Soul and Body, and after this his threatening of you, did you for fear grant unto the Devil his desire? 

Answer.
Yes, I granted for fear unto the Devil his request of my Soul and body; and to seal this my promise made unto him, I then gave him leave to suck of my blood, the which he asked of me. 

Question.
In what place of your body did the Devil suck of your blood, and whether did he himself choose the place, or did you your self appoint him the place? tell the truth, I charge you, as your will answer unto the Almighty God, and tell the reason if that you can, why he would suck your blood. 

[Marginal note: I demanded this question of her to confirm the women’s search of her, concerning, that she had such a mark about her, which they upon their oaths informed the court, that truth it was, she had such a mark.]

Answer.
The place where the Devil sucked my blood was a little above my fundiment, and that place chosen by himself; and in that place by continual drawing, there is a thing in the form of a Teat, at which the Devil would suck me. And I asked the Devil why he would suck my blood, and he said it was to nourish him. 

Extract 2: ‘The examination of Joan Prentice, one of the women of the Alms house of Hinningham Sibble, within the said County: being taken the 29. of March, in the 31. year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth.’ In Anon., The Apprehension and Confession of Three Notorious Witches (London, 1589), sig.B1r–v.

In Primis, this said examinate saith and confesseth, that about six years last past, between the feasts of all Saints, and the birth of our Lord God, the devil appeared unto her in the Alms house aforesaid: about ten of the Clock in the night time, being in the shape and proportion of a dunnish coloured ferret, having fiery eyes, and the said Examinate being alone in her Chamber, and sitting upon a low stool, preparing her self to bedward: the ferret standing with his hinderlegs upon the ground, and his forelegs settled upon her lap, and settling his fiery eyes upon her eyes, spake and pronounced to her these words following, namely: Joan Prentice give me thy soul, to whom this Examinate being greatly amazed, answered and said: In the name of God what art thou. The ferret answered, I am Satan, fear me not my coming unto thee is to do thee no hurt but to obtain thy soul, which I must and will have before I depart from thee to whom the said examinate answered and said, that he demanded that of her which is none of hers to give, saying: that her soul appertained only unto Jesus Christ, by whose precious blood shedding, it was bought and purchased. To whom the said ferret replied and said, I must then have some of thy blood, which she willingly granting, offered him the forefinger of her left hand, the which the ferret took into his mouth, and setting his former feet upon that hand, sucked blood thereout, in so much that her finger did smart exceedingly: and the said examinate demanding again of the ferret what his name was: It answered Bidd. and then presently the said ferret vanished out of her sight suddenly.
Item, the said examinate saith further, that about one month after, the said ferret came again unto her in the night time as she was sitting upon a little stool, preparing her self to bedward, as is above said: Joan wilt thou go to bed, to whom she answered yea that I will by God’s grace, then presently the ferret leapt up upon her lap, and from thence up to her bosom, and laying his former feet upon her left shoulder, sucked blood out of her left cheek, and then he said unto her, Joan if thou will have me do anything for thee, I am and will be always ready at thy commandment, and thereupon she being a little before fallen out with William Adams his wife of Hinningham Sibble aforesaid: willed the ferret to spoil her drink which was then in brewing, which he did accordingly. 
Item, the saide examinate furthermore saith and confesseth, that the said ferret diverse times after appeared unto her always at the time when she was going to bed, and the last time he appeared unto her was about seven weeks last past, at which time she going to bed, the ferret leapt upon her shoulder, and sucked blood out of her left cheek, and that done: he demanded of her what she had for him to do: To whom she answered, go unto Master Glascocke’s house, and nip one of his Children a little, named Sara, but hurt it not, and the next night he resorted unto her again, and told her that he had done as she had willed him: namely, that he had nipped Sara Glascock, and that she should die thereof, to whom she answered and said, thou villain what hast thou done, I bid thee to nip it but a little and not to hurt it, and hast thou killed the child: which speech being uttered, the ferret vanished away suddenly, and never came to her since… 
Item, she saith and affirmeth, that at what time soever that she would have her ferret do any thing for her, she used these words, Bidd, Bidd, Bidd, come Bidd, come Bidd, come Bidd, come suck, come suck, come suck, and that presently he would appear as is aforesaid: and sucked blood out of her left cheek, and then performed any mischief she willed or wished him to do for her unto or against any of her neighbours.

Extract 3: W.W. A true and just Record, of the Information, Examination and Confession of all the Witches, taken at S. Oses in the county of Essex (London, 1582)

This collection of extracts is co-edited with, and with annotations provided by, Ruth Connolly. 

A true and just Record, of the Information, Examination and Confession of all the Witches, taken at S. Oses in the county of Essex, whereof some were executed, and other some entreated according to the determination of law.
Wherein all men may see what a pestilent people Witches are, and how unworthy to live in a Christian Commonwealth.
Written orderly, as the cases were tried by evidence, by W.W.
Imprinted in London at the three Cranes in the Vinetree by Thomas Dawson 1582.

To the right honourable and his singular good Lord, the Lord Darcey[footnoteRef:1], W.W. wisheth a prosperous continuance in this life to the glory of God, and a daily preservation in God’s fear to his endless joy. [1:  The Lord Darcy] not the Darcy of the text, but Thomas, Baron Darcy of Chiche. ] 


If there hath been at any time (Right Honourable) any means used to appease the wrath of God, to obtain his blessing, to terrify secret offenders by open transgressors’ punishments, to withdraw honest natures from the corruption of evil company, to diminish the great multitude of wicked people, to increase the small number of virtuous persons, and to reform all the detestable abuses which the perverse wit and will of man doth daily devise, this doubtless is no less necessary than the best: that sorcerers, wizards, or rather dizzards, witches, wise women (for so they will be named) are rigorously punished. ‘Rigorously’, said I? Why, it is too mild and gentle a term for such a merciless generation. I should rather have said most cruelly executed, for that no punishment can be thought upon, be it in never so high a degree of torment, which may be deemed sufficient for such a devilish and damnable practice.
And why? Because all the imaginations, all the consultations, all the conferences, all the experiments, finally all the attempts, proceedings and conclusions of sorcerers, witches, and the rest of that hellish livery, are mere blasphemers against the person of the most high God. And draw so near to the nature of idolatry (for they worship Satan, unto whom they have sworn allegiance) that they are by no means to be exempted from the suspicion of that most accursed defection, nay, rather they are guilty of apparent apostasy, which is more heinous (considering the circumstances of their ordinary actions) than any trespass against the second table.[footnoteRef:2] Which ugly sins of blasphemy, and gross, or rather devilish, idolatry occurring in no malefactor so roundly as in sorcerers, witches, enchanters - and in whom they meet with a million of enormities more, as it were, in a centre - the magistrates of foreign lands noted so precisely that, weighing the quality of the crime, they kept a due analogy and proportion of punishment, burning them with fire, whom the common law of England (with more measure of mercy than is to be wished) strangles with a rope. [2:  apostasy] the renunciation of religious faith (OED, n1). second table] the second part of the ten commandments, covering sins of adultery, theft, lying, greed and lust. W.W. is saying that the sin of witchcraft is greater than any of these. ] 

An ordinary felon and a murderer, offending against the moral law of justice is throttled; a sorcerer, a witch  - whom a learned physician is not ashamed to avouch innocent, and the judges that denounce sentence of death against them no better than hangmen[footnoteRef:3]  - defying the Lord God to his face and trampling the precious blood of that immaculate lamb, Jesus Christ, most despitefully underfeet, is stifled. The one dies on the gallows and so doth the other, wherein doubtless there is a great inequality of justice considering the inequality of the trespass, which deserves a death so much the more horrible by how much the honour of God is eclipsed, and the glory due to his inviolable name most abominably defaced, even to the uttermost villainy that they can put in practice. [3:  A learned physician] W.W. refers contemptuously to the witchcraft sceptic, Johannes Weyer, who dismissed accusations of witchcraft and argued the death sentences against alleged witches were unjust. A marginal note records Weyer’s arguments were rebutted by the French jurist, Jean Bodin. The first five sentences of W.W’s preface translates lines from Bodin’s De la démonomanie des sourciers (1580). ] 

This I speak (Right Honourable) upon a late view of trial, taken against certain witches in the county of Essex, the orderly process in whose examinations, together with other accidents, I (diligently observing and considering their treacheries to be notable) undertook briefly to knit up in a few leaves of paper their manifold abuses, and obtaining the means to have them published in print, for that a number of memorable matters are here touched, to present the same unto your Lordship, of whose gentle acceptation though I do not doubt. Yet will I not be over bold thereupon to presume, but rather refer the same to your honour’s judgement and patronage, by way of humiliation, that going abroad under covert[footnoteRef:4] of your honourable name the discourse may seem the more credible, your lordship knowing the grounds of this whole book to be true and justifiable and therefore the further off from fear of impugning. But supposing I have been too tedious, and sparing to trouble your Lordship with multitude of words, I build upon hope and so put forth my book, praying the Lord here to blesse your Honour, and all about you with the increase of his grace in this life, and with the presence of his divinity in the life to come, Amen. [4:  under covert] under the shelter and authority  (of the dedicatee’s patronage) (OED, n., 2c)] 


Your Honour’s to command, W.W.


The information of Thomas Rabbet, of the age of  8 years or thereabouts, base son to the said Ursley Kempe, alias Grey, taken before me Brian Darcey Esquire, one of her Majesty’s Justices, the 25th day of February, against his said mother.

The said Thomas Rabbet saith, that his said mother Ursley Kempe, alias Grey, hath four several spirits, the one called Tiffin, the other, Tittey, the third, Pigin, and the fourth, Jack. and being asked of what colours they were, saith that Tittey is like a little grey cat, Tiffin is like a white lamb, Pigin is black like a toad, and Jack is black like a cat. And he saith, he hath seen his mother at times to give them beer to drink, and of a white loaf or cake to eat, and said that in the night time the said spirits will come to his mother and suck blood of her upon her arms and other places of her body.

This examinant being asked whether he had seen Newman’s wife to come unto his mother, saith that one morning he being in the chamber with his mother, his godmother Newman came unto her, and saith that then he heard her and his mother to chide and to fall out. But saith before they parted they were friends, and that then his mother delivered an earthen pot unto her in the which he thinketh her spirits were, the which she carried away with her under her apron.

And this examinant saith that within a few days after, the said Newman’s wife came unto his mother and that he heard her to tell his mother that she had sent a spirit to plague Johnson to the death, and another to plague his wife.

The information of Phoebe Hunt, daughter-in-law[footnoteRef:5] to Alice Hunt, of the age 8 years or thereabouts, taken before me, Brian Darcey Esquire, the 25th day of February, against Alice Hunt, her mother. [5:  Daughter-in-law] not her son’s wife, but her stepdaughter (OED, n.,2)] 


The said Phoebe Hunt sayth, that she hath seen her mother to have two little things like horses, the one white, the other black, the which she kept in a little low earthen pot with wool, colour white and black. And that they stood in her chamber by her bedside and saith that she hath seen her mother to feed them with milk out of a black trening dish[footnoteRef:6], and this examinant being carried, after this confession, by the constables to her father’s house, she showed them the place where they stood and the board that covered them. And this examinant chose out the dish out of which they were fed from amongst many other dishes. She, this examinant, did also confess that her mother had charged her not to tell anything what she had seen and if she did, those things would take her; and this examinant saith that her mother did send them to Hayward of Frowicke but to what end she cannot tell, and, she being asked how she knew the same, saith that she heard her mother bid them to go. [6:  trening dish] either a wooden dish from ‘treen’ (‘made of tree; wooden (OED, adj. and n.) or perhaps a hanging dish, with a chain to hang from a hook. (OED, ‘trine’, v.2.d)] 


The examination and confession of Ursley Kemp alias Gray, taken at S. Oses, and brought before me Brian Darcey esquire, one of her Majesty’s Justices of the peace, the 20th day of February 1582.

Condemned. 
The said Ursley Kempe sayeth that about ten or eleven years past, she, this examinant, was troubles with a lameness in her bones, and for ease thereof, went to one Cock’s wife of Weeley, now deceased, who told this examinant that she was bewitched, and at her entreaty taught her to unwitch herself. And bad her take hogs’ dung and chervil, and put them together and hold them in her left hand, and to take in the other hand a knife and to prick the medicine three times, and then to cast the same into the fire, and to take the said knife and to make three pricks under a table and to let the knife stick there, and after that to take three leaves of sage, and as much of herb John[footnoteRef:7] (alias herb grace) and put them into ale and drink it last at night and first in the morning, and that she taking the same, had ease of her lameness. [7:  Herb John] St John’s wort, a medicinal herb. ] 


The said examinant saith that one Page’s wife and one Gray’s wife, being either of them lame and bewitched, she being requested and sent for to come unto them went unto them. And sayeth, that she knew them to be bewitched, and at their desires did minister unto them the foresaid medicine, whereupon they had speedy amendment.

The said Brian Darcey then promising to the said Ursley, that if she would deal plainly and confess the truth, that she should have favour and so, by giving her fair speeches, she confessed as followeth:.

The said Ursley, bursting out with weeping, fell upon her knees and confessed that she had four spirits, whereof two of them were hes, and the other two were shes. The two he spirits were to punish and kill unto death, and the other two shes were to punish with lameness and other diseases of bodily harm, and also to destroy cattle.

And she, this examinant, being asked by what name or names she called the said spirits, and what manner of things or colour they were of, confesseth and saith that the one is called Tittey, being a he, and is like a grey cat, the second called Jack, also a he, and is like a black cat, the third is called Pigin, being a she, and is like a black toad, the fourth is called Tiffin, being a she, and is like a white lamb.

This examinant being further asked, which of the said spirits she sent to punish Thurlow’s wife and Letherdall’s child, confessed and said that she sent Tittey to punish Thurlow’s wife, and Pigin, Letherdall’s child.

And this examinant, without any asking, of her own free will at that present, confessed and said that she was the death of her brother Kemp’s wife, and that she sent the spirit Jack to plague her for that her sister had called her ‘whore’ and ‘witch’.

And this examinant further confessed, that upon the falling out between Thurlow’s wife and her, she sent Tiffin the spirit unto her child, which lay in the cradle, and willed the same to turn the cradle over so as the child might fall out thereof, and break the neck of it.

These aforesaid and last recited matters, being confessed by the said Ursley privately to me the said Brian Darcey, were afterwards (supper being ended, and she called again before me, the said Brian) recited and particularly named unto her all which she confessed, as before in the presence of us, whose names be here under subscribed.

Also after this examinant’s aforesaid confession, the said Thurlow’s wife and Letherdall’s wife being then in my house, and she, the said Letherdall’s wife, having her child there also, were brought in my presence before this examinant, who, immediately after some speeches had past between them, she, this examinant, burst out in tears and fell upon her knees, and asked forgiveness of the said Letherdall’s wife, and likewise of Thurlow’s wife, and confessed that she caused Newman’s wife to send a spirit to plague the child, asking the said Letherdall’s wife if she were not afraid that night that the spirit came unto the child, and told her about the same hour, and said that she herself by reason thereof was in a great sweat. And this examinant confesseth, that she caused the said Newman’s wife to send a spirit to Thurlow’s wife, to plague her where that thought good, etc.

The said Letherdall’s child (being a woman child) at the time of this examination appeared to be in most piteous sort consumed, and the privy and hinder parts thereof to be in most strange and wonderful case as it seemed to very honest women of good judgement, and not likely to live and continue any long time.

Note also that it is specially to be considered, that the said child being an infant and not a year old, the mother thereof carrying it in her arms to one Mother Ratcliffe’s, a neighbour of hers, to have her to minister unto it was to pass by Ursley this examinant’s house, and passing by the window, the infant cried to the mother, ‘Woe, woe’, and pointed with the finger to the window-wards. And likewise the child used the like as she passed homewards by the said window, at which she confessed her conscience moved her, so as she went shortly after and talked with the said Ursley, whereupon she used such speeches as moved her to complain.

The second confession and examination of Ursley Kemp, taken the 21st day of February.

The said Ursley, being committed to the ward and keeping of the constable that night, upon some speeches that she had passed, said that she had forgotten to tell Mr. Darcey one thing, whereupon the next day she was brought before Brian Darcey, and the second time examined, who confessed and said:

That about a quarter of a year last past, one Alice Newman, her near neighbour came unto this examinant’s house and fell out with her, and said she was a witch, and that she would take away her witchery, and carry the same unto M. Darcey. But this examinant saith she thought she did not mean it but after they had chidden they became friends, and so she departed carrying away with her her spirits in a pot, as this examinant saith.

And she further saith that about Christmas last, she went to the said Alice Newman, and declared to her that Thurlow’s wife and she were fallen out, and prayed the said Newman’s wife to send the spirit called Tittey unto her to plague the said Thurlow’s wife, where that thought good. The which this examinant saith she did, and at the return of the said spirit it told this examinant that it had punished Thurlow’s wife upon her knee, and then it had a reward by sucking blood of this examinant and so returned as she saith to the said Alice Newman.

This examinant saith that about three months’ past, she and one John Stratton fell out, and the said John called her ‘whore’ and gave her other evil speeches whereupon this examinant saith that shortly after she sent her boy for spices unto the wife of the said John, but she sayeth she sent her none, whereupon this examinant sayeth she went unto the said Newman’s wife and told her of the falling out between Stratton and her, and requested the said Newman’s wife, to send Jack the spirit unto Stratton’s wife to plague her, the which the said Alice Newman promised this examinant to do the next night, as this examinant saith she did. And the spirit told this examinant when it returned, that it had plagued her in the back even unto death, and the spirit did suck of this examinant upon the left thigh, the which when she rubbeth (she saith) it will at all times bleed.

And she sayeth that then the spirit did return to the said Newman’s wife again and had the like reward of her as she thinketh.

This examinant sayeth that about Friday was sevennight, being about the ninth of February, she went unto the said Alice Newman, and did show her that one Letherdall’s wife and she were fallen out, and saith that she prayed her to send one of the spirits unto her young child. Whereunto she, the said Alice, answered well, she would and this examinant saith that at that time she could have no longer talk with her, for that her husband was then present in the house, and this examinant saith that the said Alice sent the spirit Pigin to plague the said child where that [spirit] thought good, and after that it had sucked of this examinant, she saith it returned to the said Newman’s wife and more at that time the said examinant confessed not.

The third examination and confession of Ursley Kempe, alias Gray, taken before me Brian Darcey Esquire, one of her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, the 24th day of February.

This examinant, being asked how she knew the said Elizabeth Bennet to have two spirits, saith that about a quarter of a year past she went unto Mother Bennet’s house for a mess of milk, the which she had promised her.[footnoteRef:8] But at her coming, this examinant saith she knocked at her door and no body made her any answer, whereupon she went to her chamber window and looked in thereat, saying, ‘Ho, ho, Mother Bennet, are you at home?’ And casting her eyes aside, she saw a spirit lift up a cloth lying over a pot, looking much like a ferret. And it being asked of this examinant why the spirit did look upon her, she said it was hungry. [8:  messe of milk] ‘the quantity of milk given by a cow at one milking’ (OED, n. 1b)] 


This examinant being asked how she knew the names of Mother Bennet’s spirits saith that Tiffin, her spirit, did tell this examinant that she had two spirits, the one of them like a black dog and the other red like a lion, and that their names were Suckin and Lyerd, and sayeth that Suckin did plague Byett’s wife unto death, and the other plagued three of his beasts whereof two of them died, and the third lay sick[footnoteRef:9] or drooping and not likely to live, Byett caused his folks to make a fire about her. The cow, feeling the heat of the fire, started up and ran her way, and by that occasion was saved. [9:  fired] in the text this reads ‘fire’. Rosen suggests a compositor’s error for ‘sick’ or a transposition from ‘fire’ in the succeeding line.] 


This examinant saith, that about the fourteen or fifteen day of January last, she went to the house of William Hunt to see how his wife did, and she being from home, she called at her chamber window and looked in, and then espied a spirit to look out of a potsherd[footnoteRef:10] from under a cloth, the nose thereof being brown like unto a ferret. And sayeth that the same night she asked Tiffin her white spirit, what Hunt’s wife’s spirit had done: And then it told this examinant that it had killed Heyward of Frowicke’s six beasts which were lately dressed of the garget.[footnoteRef:11] And sayeth that her said spirit told her that Hunt’s wife’s spirit had a drop of her blood for a reward, but she sayeth that she asked not her spirit upon what place of her body it was. [10:  potsherd] a broken earthenware pot.]  [11:  dressed of the garget] treated for inflamed throats.] 


This examinant sayeth that one Michell, a shoemaker of Saint Oses, did tell her that he thought that Glascock’s wife had bewitched his child whereof it died. Whereupon she, this examinant, sayeth, that she went home and asked Tiffin her white spirit whether the same were so, which told this examinant that she had bewitched the said child and sent one of her spirits to plague it to the death.

And sayeth also, that the said Glascock’s wife did bewitch the base child[footnoteRef:12] that Page and his wife have in keeping, and that her said spirit told her so. And being demanded how many spirits Glascock’s wife had and by what names she called them, this examinant sayeth that she asked not her spirit Tiffin any such questions. [12:  base child] child born outside marriage.] 


This examinant sayeth that the said Elizabeth Bennett did send her spirit Suckin to plague one Willingall, whereof he languished and died, being sick of an impostume.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Impostume] abscess.] 


This examinant sayeth also that the said Elizabeth sent the said spirit to William Willes his wife to plague her whereof she languished many years and died.

This examinant sayeth that the said Elizabeth (not above three weeks sithence) sent her spirit Lyerd to plague Fortune’s wife and his child.

This examinant sayeth that the said Elizabeth did send her spirit Lyerd to Bonner’s wife to plague her, the which her said spirit, told this examinant to be done upon the knee.

This examinant saith further, that Alice Newman went unto Johnson, being collector for the poor, and did require him to give her 12 pence for her husband which was sick. But he answering her that he had disbursed more money than he had collected, saying, therefore he could not then help her with any: The said Newman’s wife fell out with him very angrily, and the next day after sent one of the spirits that she had from this examinant to plague the said Johnson and his wife unto the death. And that her spirit called Tiffin did tell the same unto her, and she being asked what words the said Newman’s wife used to Johnson upon the falling out, saith that she asked not her said spirit.

This examinant sayeth, that Newman’s wife being at Butlers, and asking a piece of meat, was denied thereof, whereat she went away murmuring. And then shortly after sent one of her spirits to punish him upon the back. The which Tiffin her said spirit telleth this examinant was done, whereof he languisheth and is greatly pained.

This examinant being asked, whether her white spirit called Tiffin did ever at any time tell her any untruths or whether she had found it at any time to tell anything contrary to truth, saith that the said spirit did ever tell her true in any matter she required of it, and saith, that she never knew it to tell her otherwise than truth.

This Examinant being asked whether she sent any of her spirits to plague or punish John Stratton’s childe, confesseth and saith, that the spirit which plagued Stratton’s wife to the death did also punish the said Stratton’s child, saying that the said child should not complain thereof until the mother were departed.

Note, it is to be considered, that the said Ursley Kempe in this her confession hath uttered many things well approved and confessed to be most true and that she was brought thereunto by hope of favour.

The Examination and confession of Alice Newman, taken before me Brian Darcie Esquire, the 21st of February.

Condemned. 

This examinant saith that she went unto the house where the said Ursley Kempe, alias Grey, dwelt, and entered into communication with her, and that they fell out greatly, and confesseth that she said unto the said Ursley that she knew her to be a witch, but denieth the residue of the speeches alleged by the said Ursley against this examinant.

The said Brian Darcey finding this examinant to be obstinate, and that she could be brought to confess nothing, said to this examinant that he would sever and part her and her spirits 
asunder. ‘Nay’, sayth she, this examinant, ‘that shall ye not, for I will carry them with me’, and hold being taken of her words, after some distance, she added, ‘if she had any’.

The Confession and examination of Alice Hunt, the Wife of William Hunt, taken before me Brian Darcey Esquire, the 24th of February.

The said Alice Hunt being asked whether there was any falling out between this examinant and Haywarde of Frowycke or his wife, saith there was none, but rather she had cause to be beholding unto them, saying that Hayward’s wife did christen her a child. And she being charged to have a spirit in a potsherd, which Ursley Kempe had seen, denied that she had any such or that she had plagued Hayward’s cattle with that or with any other spirit.

This examinant being asked if she never did feed her spirits with milk out of a little trening dish, said no, the which dish was brought by the constable from her house and then showed to this examinant the which she denied to be her dish or that she had any such in her house.

This examinant’s warrant being made and to her read and she committed to the constable to be carried to the jail desired to speak alone with me, the said Brian Darcey, whereupon I went into my garden and this Examinant followed me. She then falling upon her knees with weeping tears confessed and said that she had within six days before this examination two spirits like unto little colts, the one black and the other white. And saith she called them by the names of Jack and Robbin and that they told her that the said Ursley Kempe would betray her, this examinant, and willed her therefore to shift for herself.[footnoteRef:14] And so they went from her, and sithence this Examinant saith she saw them not. [14:  shift for herself] look out for herself, help herself.] 


This examinant saith, that her sister (named Margery Sammon) hath also two spirits like toads, the one called Tom and the other Robbin. And saith further her said sister and she had the said spirits of their mother, Mother Barnes, who departed out of this world within 12 days before the taking of this examination.

The Examination and confession of Margery Sammon, taken before me, Brian Darcey Esquire, the 25. of February.

The said Margery Sammon, sister to the said Alice Hunt, daughter to one Mother Barnes lately deceased, (which Mother Barnes was accompted[footnoteRef:15] to be a notorious Witch) saith, that she remained at home with her mother by the space of half a year, and saith she was with her mother several times, when she lay sick, and also at the hour of her death. But denyeth the having of any spirits of her said Mother, or that her mother had any to her knowledge. [15:  accompted] accounted, thought to be] 


The said Margery, that night being committed to the ward and keeping of the constable and the next day brought before me, the said Brian, in the presence of her sister Alice Hunt, and being charged by her said sister to have two spirits like toads, given her by her mother at her death, utterly denied the same saying, ‘I defy thee, though thou art my sister’, saying she never saw any such. At which speeches her sister, taking her aside by the arm, whispered her in the ear and then presently after, this examinant, with great submission and many tears, confessed that she had two spirits delivered her by her mother the same day she departed. And that she this examinant carried them away with her in the evening, they being in a wicker basket, more than half full of white and black wool. And that she asking her mother what she should do with them, she bad her keep them and feed them. This examinant asking wherewithal, her mother answered, ‘if thou doest not give them milk, they will suck of thy blood’. And sayeth, she called them by the names of Tom and Robbin. And this examinant being asked how often she had given them meat sithence she had them, sayeth and confesseth that she fed them twice out of a dish with milk. And being asked when she fed them last, this Examinant said upon Tuesday last past before this examination, and that with milk.

This examinant sayeth also, that when she took them of her mother, she said unto her: ‘if thou wilt not keep the said spirits, then send them to Mother Pechey, for I know she is a witch, and will be glad of them.’ And saith further, that she, hearing that Ursley Kempe was apprehended, and fearing that she should be called in question, sayeth thereupon she took the said spirits being in a basket, and in the evening went into the ground of her Master, and so into Read’s ground, and bad them go to the said Mother Pechey. At which words they skipped out of the said basket, and went before this examinant, she, this examinant, saying, ‘all evil go with you and the Lorde in heaven blesse me from ye’. And sayeth, she might see the said spirits going toward a barred stile going over into Howe Lane. And when they came at the stile, she sayeth, they skipped over the same stile and went the ready way to Mother Pechey’s house, and sayeth she verily thinketh the said Mother Pechey hath them.

The information of Henry Sellys, son of the said Henry, taken before me. Brian Darcey Esquire, the said day and year.

The said Henry saith, that he is of the age of 9 years, and that sithence Candlemass[footnoteRef:16] last, one night about midnight, there came to his brother John a spirit, and took him by the left leg and also by the little Toe, which was like his sister but that it was all black. At which time his brother cried out and said ‘Father, Father, come help me, there is a black thing that hath me by the leg as big as my sister’ whereat his father said to his mother, ‘Why, thou whore, cannot you keep your imps from my children?’ whereat she presently called it away from her son, saying, ‘Come away, come away’. At which speech it did depart. [16:  Candlemass] A religious feast day on February 2nd.] 


This examinant saith that the next day he told his mother he was so afraid of the thing that had his brother by the leg that he sweat for fear, and that he could scarce get his shirt from his back, his mother answering, ‘Thou lyest, thou lyest whoreson.’ This examinant being asked wherewith he had seen his mother to feed her imps and wherein, he saith that she fed them out of a black dish each other day with milk, and saith that he hath seen her to carry it unto a heap of wood and broom standing under a crab tree by the house, and being asked what their names were, he saith that one of them is called by two names which is Hercules, sothe hons[footnoteRef:17] or Jack, and that is a black one and is a he, and the other is called Mercury and is white and is a she, and that their eyes be like unto goose eyes, and saith, that he hath seen his mother to remove four broom faggots and so to creep into the crabtree root whereas they stand and lie upon a fleece of wool.[footnoteRef:18] And this examinant saith further that the same night Rosse his maid was taken[footnoteRef:19], when his father came home, his mother told him, her husband, that she had sent Hercules to Rosse his maid’s, and he answered, ‘Ye are a trim fool.’ This examinant saith that as he and his mother were coming (they being in Rosse his broom field) she said unto him, ‘Take heed ye say nothing.’ [17:  sothe hons] an error in the text; ‘sothe’ may mean something like ‘thereafter, subsequently’ (OED, ‘sith’, 1a).]  [18:  broom faggots] bundles of twigs from the broom shrub. These are piled at the foot of a crab tree or crab apple tree. Underneath this is the wool fleece where Henry says his mother’s animal familiars live.]  [19:  Rosse his maid was taken] Rosse’s maid died.] 


The information of John Selles, the youngest son of Henry and Cicely, taken before me, Brian Darcey Esquire, the third day of March.

The said John Selles saith that he is about the age of 6 years, three quarters, and saith that one night there was a black thing like his sister that took him by the leg and that he cried out, saying, ‘Father, Father, come help me and defend me for there is a black thing that hath me by the leg’, at which he saith his father said to his mother, ‘Ye stinking whore, what mean ye? Can ye not keep your imps from my children?’ And being asked what colour they were of and what they were called, he saith that one is black, and another is white, and that he hath heard his mother to call them imps and that they have eyes as big as himself, and he saith that his father bade his mother put them away or else kill them. And saith that a while sithence his mother delivered them to one of Colchester (he thinketh his name is Wedon or Glascocke) and saith that Wedon’s wife had a cap to dress of his mother’s and saith that they were carried away in a basket at that time. And being asked whether his father or mother bade him that he should say nothing, he sayeth that his mother said unto him that he should go before a gentleman, and willed him to take heed he told no tales nor lies.

He saith, that his father called one of them, which is the black one, John, which he said his father mocked him because his name was so. And his mother called the white one an imp. He saith he hath seen his father to feed them out of a black dish with a wooden spoon, and that he knoweth the same dish, and the last time he fed them it was behind the broom stack at the crab tree. And he saith that the man which carried them away gave his mother a penny, and that when she should go to him she should have another penny. He saith at that time his brother was from home at one Gardener’s house.

And being asked, whether ever he saw his mother to feed them, he saith, that he hath seen his mother to feed them twice and that out of a dish with a spoon with thin milk.


Note also, it is to be considered, that there is a scar to be seen of this examinant’s leg where it was taken, and also the nail of his little toe is yet unperfect.

The examination and confession of Henry Selles, and Cicely his wife, taken before me Brian Darcey Esquire, the first day of March.

The said Henry saith that he hath wrought in husbandry by some long time past with Richard Rosse of Little Clapton, and that one time he being at plough, two of his horses upon a sudden fell down and were in most strange taking but what the occasion should be thereof (he saith) he knew not. And saith that he doth not remember that he would have had any malt of the said Rosse at his price, or that there was any falling out between them and denieth that his child cried out unto him saying, ‘Father come helpe me’ or that he called his wife ‘stinking whore’ and denieth all the residue of the matters in general informed against him, etc.

Condemned. 
The said Cicely his wife saith, that she doth not remember that Rosse his wife did at any time hunt her cattle being in her ground or that she used any hard speeches to his wife thereupon, or that she fell out for that she could not have any malt at her price, but she saith at one time she met Rosse his wife, and that there was some talk between them, the which she doeth not remember more than that the saide Rosse’s wife said, ‘I shall see at your end what you are.’ And being asked if she knew not Mother Tredsall, she saith she knew her but she denieth, that she said if she were a witch, she learned the same of the said Mother Tredsall, and denieth that her child cried out in the night to his father, and all the residue of the matters in general informed against her.

Alice Gilney, Joan Smith, and Margaret Simson women of credit, appointed by me, Brian Darcey, to view and see the body of the said Cicely, say that she hath upon her body many spots very suspicious, and the said Margaret saith that they be much like the sucked spots, that she hath seen upon the body of Ursley Kempe and several other.
Appendix 4: Production Links

Masque of Queens dir. Emma Whipday, produced by Nadine Akkerman and Daniel Starza Smith, New College Chapel, Oxford (Shakespeare400, King’s College London, 2016): https://shakespeare400.kcl.ac.uk/kings-blog/ben-jonsons-masque-queens/

Samuel Daniel, The Tragedie of Cleopatra (1607), directed by Emma Whipday, produced by Yasmin Arshad, and executive produced by Helen Hackett (UCL and Goodenough College, 2013): https://vimeo.com/302836585
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