The big issue of my Element is sexuality and gender diversity rights in Southeast Asia. There is a great need for such rights in the region, where many people experience discrimination and violence due to their sexual orientation, gender identity expression or sex characteristics. But there is also a great deal of debate about and resistance to such rights - commonly known as LGBTIQ rights. Protests have been held both for and against reform, and while some jurisdictions have made significant changes, in others such hopes have not been met.

Nonetheless, members of LGBTIQ communities across Southeast Asia continue the struggle for rights and recognition. They do so with support from the international human rights regime. And in Southeast Asia itself, there is now a regional human rights regime. This combination of factors has produced new opportunities for rights-claiming as a mode of political participation for sexuality and gender diverse people. Evaluating this opportunity is the central story of my Element.

I do this in three main ways. The first is to lay out a preliminary understanding of what it means to use rights claiming as a tool in political struggles for recognition, protection, and flourishing. Second, after briefly surveying the long and storied history of sexuality and gender diversity in the region, I look at the recent experiences of LGBTIQ communities across five key Southeast Asian states: Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines and Thailand. Across these cases, diverse and distinctive outcomes emerge as advocacy occurs within national contexts of social conflict and political participation. Then I change focus from national narratives to rights organising, looking at the ways sexuality and gender diverse people come together to support one another and engage in advocacy. Here I consider linkages between local, national and regional organising, through civil society organisations and with formal rights regimes regionally and internationally.

So, to sum up, this Element will introduce you to, and take you through, the challenges facing sexuality and gender diversity rights advocacy in Southeast Asia. It looks at five key case studies, but it also contributes to a broader understanding of rights-claiming in general as a mode of political participation. Most critically, it shows both the value and the challenges of rights politics for LGBTIQ people as they seek freedom from violence and discrimination and the space to live flourishing lives.
