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I believe studying urban development in Southeast Asia is important for at least two reasons:

First, to contribute to larger conceptual understandings of urban development; and second, to shape a new vantage point that reconfigures the relationship between academia and planning practice in contested urban landscapes.

We need to critically revisit the “what” and the “how” of studying cities, as well as the extent to which the “what” and “how” are connected.

We are facing an urgent need to reshape studies of urban development in Southeast Asia in light of the consequences of urbanization for everyday lived experiences.

Urbanization has become the world’s recipe for economic growth; a pragmatic focus on delivering bread-and-butter issues that obscures the need for critical analysis of political power inequalities inherent in development strategies.

In a socially fragmented landscape, urban development becomes an arena in which “progress” for some comes at a cost of displacement of others, often the socially and economically marginal.

I set out to achieve three goals in this Element: 
1) to examine the political nature of urban development; 
2) to scrutinize the implications of power inequality in urban development discussions; and 
3) to highlight topical and methodological contributions to urban studies from Southeast Asia.

The key to a robust understanding is groundedness: 

knowledge about the everyday realities of urban life
that may be hard to see on the surface 

but dominate how the city functions,

with particular attention to human agency and the political life of marginalized groups.


Therefore, this Element focuses not just on 

Southeast Asian cities and urbanization per se, 

but also on critical perspectives on patterns and processes in their development.
