Kant on Social Suffering

This Element analyses how Kant’s practical philosophy addresses social suffering, a phenomenon that has underwent a cultural transformation throughout history, which openly discourages the interpreter to understand Kant’s approach to social vulnerability under contemporary lens. Yet, although the distance that may arise between Kant’s approach to social suffering and ours, in my view it deserves to explore how he aims to make of the commonwealth a space of reciprocal recognition and support, which also involves the cooperation between different species. 

I generally claim that Kant’s theory of human dignity is a helpful resource for detecting social structures in need of improvement, even if the high demands it imposes on the subject show a propensity to conceal situations of domination and oppression. 

In the sections of my essay I argue for that in his writings Kant investigated various societal challenges such as widespread poverty, duties towards animals, care for the mentally ill, and motherhood out of wedlock, suggesting that the state should solve most of these through financial support stemming from the wealthier segments of society. 

Although the direct testimony of victims of social suffering does not play a role in Kant’s approach, I hold that he views social interdependence – including, notably, non-humans-- as a fundamental commitment underpinning human development, the preservation of the commonwealth, and a full-fledged political justice. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]These four sections of this Element will provide a comprehensive overview of Kant’s elusive account of social suffering as a multi-faceted phenomenon intertwined with the application of moral theory to social interaction. Moreover, I argue that this interpretation of Kant can provoke relevant discussion regarding contemporary social issues. While this Element does not shy away from the limitations of applying Kant’s approach to social suffering in a contemporary context, it also asserts that Kant’s legal and political philosophy fosters a transformation of society that does reckon with the unacceptable abuse and exploitation of human beings and animals.    
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