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PREFACE

The impetus for this book arose from a course we taught jointly in 2006 as part of a
professional doctorate program in applied linguistics from Macquarie University in Sydney,
Australia, to a group of Mexican doctoral students meeting at the designated teaching
location in the Benemérita Universidad Auténoma de Puebla, Mexico. In organizing the
course content around a selection of key readings on second language teacher education
(SLTE), we realized that there were few volumes available that presented a collection
offering a broad and contemporary overview of current debates in this field. It became
apparent that a volume of the present kind would provide a valuable introduction for those
who are both specialist readers and new practitioners interested in developments in the
field of SLTE. It would build on an early collection of work in this area (Richards and
Nunan 1990) in that it would provide a state-of-the-art survey of current issues, debates,
and approaches in contemporary SLTE. We are grateful to our Mexican students for warmly
supporting this idea when we first broached it with them, for their enthusiasm in discussing
their own concerns and interests in SLTE, and for their anticipation of the publication of
this collection.

The field of SLTE has now become well established within applied linguistics and
TESOL. Many undergraduate degrees now offer one or more courses in SLTE, and there
are also masters and other postgraduate courses with SLTE as a primary focus.

We anticipate that the readership for the volume will be those with a broad interest in
SLTE issues — preservice and in-service teachers, including those completing undergrad-
uate and postgraduate programs, teacher trainers and educators, professional development
coordinators and administrators, and researchers and academics interested in knowing more
about current approaches, theories, and practices.

In putting together the volume, we envisaged it as a companion to the Cambridge Guide
to TESOL (Nunan and Carter 2001), which similarly offers a survey of current debates. The
Cambridge Guide to Second Language Teacher Education comprises 30 original chapters
by key writers working and researching in the field of SLTE. The chapters are grouped into
seven thematic sections. As we deliberated on the structure, we also found that this field
is complex with overlapping trends, issues, and perspectives, such that readers will find
echoes of other chapters in many of the contributions. Nevertheless, the compilation of the
contributions into the various sections offers readers a way of focusing from discussion of
the broader scope and trends in SLTE to the more specific areas that constitute the different
dimensions of theory, research, and practice. Each section is prefaced by an overview that
summarizes the key issues raised by the chapter authors. In order to provide a synthesis of
themes currently occupying the SLTE field, our introductory chapter draws out the trends
noted across the whole volume and points to the specific chapter contributions that take the
initial discussion points further.

We hope that this volume will be seen as a valuable contribution to the applied
linguistics and English language teaching field, synthesizing current practices, theoretical
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viii Preface

insights, and future directions for research endeavors in the developing field of second
language teacher education and professionalism in general.

Anne Burns
Macquarie University, Sydney

Jack C. Richards
Regional Language Centre, Singapore
February 2009

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521760126
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

